
 

 

COURSE TITLE:    NEWS EDITING FOR BROADCAST MEDIA 

COURSE CODE:    CLA 308 

Lecture 1 

Lecture Topic: DEFINITION OF NEWS 

Introduction:  

Hello listener, you are tuned to your classroom on radio programme and I welcome you to the 

Course, News Editing for the Broadcast Media - CLA 308. Why the emphasis on broadcast 

media? The broadcast media deals specifically with radio and television. Here the news is 

fleeting. You cannot call it back as it is broadcast in case you missed anything. It is not like the 

newspaper or magazine in the print media where one can read things over and over for better 

understanding. Broadcast news should be short and should also read conversationally. 

At the completion of this course, students will have had the opportunity to develop proficiency in 

broadcast news writing and editing using the basics of good communication and answering 

questions such as the following - How do I say what I mean and mean what I say? What is 

objectivity and how do I know it when I see it? What is my own role in this process? How do I 

account for myself? What is power? What does it mean to have power? What does it mean to 

propose to “speak” for someone else? Why must I approach this with great skepticism and also 

humility? This is what news is all about. 

This is the first lecture and our focus is on the workings of the news department. We are starting 

with the definition of news. I trust that you will pay good attention and be careful to note all the 

new information. At the end of this lecture, you will be expected to know the following: 

1. The definition of news 

2. The components of the news department 

3. The requirements for a news story 

Pre-test 

1. Define news 

2. Explain the importance of the units in the news department 

3. Mention the three components of the news story 

The News Department 



 

 

 The News Department is responsible for news gathering and reporting.  It has three basic units: 

- The News Desk: 

This is concerned with the daily writing, editing, producing and directing of news stories. 

- Reportorial: 

This unit is concerned with news gathering. 

- Current Affairs and Sports: 

This department deals with the coverage of sports events as well as analysis]/discussion 

of any current issues. 

All of these units work together in the department to capture the urgency in news related matters. 

WHAT IS NEWS? 

Wesley E. Clark in his work Journalism Tomorrow says that the public has the right to know 

those things which are necessary for survival and for the pursuit of happiness. But the question 

is, what is the nature of the news that we have a right to know as members of the public?  

Many writers and editors have agreed on the assertion that news is “a timely report”, “report of 

event”, “tomorrow’s history”, and “literature in a hurry”. There is no precise universal definition 

of news as it is usually defined from different perspectives. One definition is that “News is the 

story of something that has actually happened or a statement that has been made or an action that 

has taken place or is about to take place” (Duyile, 2011: 14). In other words, news is usually 

some body’s account of an event not the event itself however interesting that event may be.  This 

definition may sound trite but because news is said to be the account of an event, it follows 

naturally that the account will depend on the way that the news bearer decides to give it. News is 

also defined as anything timely that is interesting and significant to readers in respect to their 

personal affairs or their relation to society . The best news is said to be that which possesses the 

greatest interest and significance for the greatest number. Emphasis is on change – current or 

possible future change that affects a person. This is the stuff that news is made of.  

Alao and Osifeso (2003:26) have also cited definitions given by other experts. Such definitions 

as: 

“News is anything that will make people talk” by Charles A. Dina, Editor, New York Sun. 



 

 

“News is report of people doing things” by Tony Mommoh, former Federal Minister of 

Information. 

“News is anything you can find out today that you did not know before” by Turner College, 

former Managing Editor, New York Times. 

A common thread in all these definitions is interest. An event must be of interest to the listener to 

qualify as news.  

News as a commodity 

This can be seen from two perspectives: 

1. News items can be bought from sources which are considered as ‘leaks’ or ‘contacts’. 

Media houses also subscribe to news agencies around the country and the world to get 

news. This act turns news into a commodity that is bought and sold. 

News can also be regarded as a commodity because the more newsy a report, occurrence, 

happening, the more the newspapers will be bought. This is why the media houses strive 

to package the news in an acceptable style to the public. The consumers are those who 

watch television, listen to radio and buy newspapers with screaming and catchy 

headlines, sensational/appropriate pictures.  

2. News as a state of mind 

This means that news is written, packaged and presented to the public from the writer’s 

point of view. Although the occurrence, happening is there, generally, for everyone to 

see, it is reported from the reporter’s point of view or state of mind. It is now left to the 

public to share his point of view.  

There are three major components that are useful for news packaging and they are: 

- The event 

- The reporter 

- The audience 

The event: 



 

 

The word event is derived from the Latin “eventus” meaning a happening.  As billions of things 

happen in everyday life for an event to merit any attention, it must be one that has some interest 

for some individuals or groups of people.  An event involves human beings, animals or non-

living things. 

Events are problematic in that there are far too many of them at any given time and all of them 

cannot be accommodated as news. Journalists have to make incessant choices and one rule of 

thumb which presents itself at once is that they would pick the abnormal rather than the normal.  

This is for the very good reason that by definition there is less of the abnormal. Remember the 

old saying, “if a dog bites a man it is no news but if a man bites a dog, it is news”. But note, 

also, that if a dog bites an important personality, the President, for instance, this could be big 

news whereas barking at him only may not be news. 

In most societies most of the time order, survival and continuity are normal.  For example, at the 

end of each day, most students have attended their lectures, most companies have not gone 

bankrupt etc.  These are normal occurrences. Any medium which makes these normal events into 

news will choke itself to death in one night.  There will never be enough room. This is why 

choices have to be made in picking events as news.  

Locality also makes a difference in the existence of news hence an event in Abuja takes 

precedence over one in Aba. This is because while Aba is a state capital, Abuja is the national 

capital. But the context of the event may also determine the superiority of the locality. For 

instance, is the information important to many more from the Aba area than the fact of Abuja as 

capital? If so, then the Aba news overrides the news from the national capital. Sometimes, also, 

an ordinary event may become important news because there is nothing to report. This is to say 

that, on a light day for instance, when there is news ‘drought’, stories of little importance may 

make the headlines.  

The Reporter: 

A broadcast news reporter goes out to report on an event. He/She should always be alert with an 

ear to the ground and a nose for facts and be prepared to work within time limits so that news can 

be timely. The reporter must be familiar with the environment that he/she is covering e.g. streets, 

schools, hotels, churches, mosques and so on, and always get to the place of assignment on time. 



 

 

He/She must take along functional equipments – camera, tape recorders/midgets, notebooks, 

pens, microphone. It is important to keep abreast of publications affecting your beat. It is also 

important to know the secretaries and bosses on a beat. Frequently, however, reporters survive 

the different changes in management.  

The reporter should not assume anything about news especially during interviews about what an 

interviewee would say in answering the where, what, how, who of an event. Be very careful 

about the whys as this would usually go unanswered. A reporter can be accused of being quoted 

out of context. Take people and events as unique. Give a brief insight to the story and make your 

news informants (on/off camera) to feel comfortable and safe.  

The news editor looks for situations of drama and crisis.  The easy solution to this is reporting 

issues that are likely to capture the primary interest of the audience for example conflict, trouble, 

resolutions, crime, successes. 

The tools of a good reporter include – interest/talent; education; experience i.e. ability to detect 

and find news and be accurate in his or her news gathering efforts; research; familiarity with 

environment as already mentioned, familiarity with government policy; organisation’s policy and 

house style; adherence to professional ethics; sources; patience and perseverance to follow a 

story conclusively; looks and conduct. The reporter must also be able to express him/her-self 

well in both written and oral speech. 

The Audience: 

An audience is the other partner in the mass communication process (Baran, 2002: 28). They 

comprise active individuals and members of social groupings such as the family, workplace and 

other communities who consume media products in the context of their personal and social 

goals. Audiences are in different categories and places e.g. serious minded, high brow, sports 

enthusiasts, pools lovers etc. In addition, news has audience.  News can be directed to the local 

market or the global market.  News can be directed to people of a particular setting – 

Community, State (i.e. educated, learned and knowledgeable people).  The direction of the news 

might be for the students, working class, the aged people or the business man and woman.  When 

a news material is being produced, then it will be packaged by knowing who the audience are 

and marketed to them.  The information received by the reporter must be directed to certain 



 

 

groups of people.  With all the different persons, the reporter has to write in a way that all will 

understand in the audience.  Language must be simple and kept at a level that is meaningful to a 

person with ten to eleven (10 – 11) years of formal schooling. 

News can therefore be said to be relative, it is relative to the event in the sense that some events 

are more newsworthy than others. It is relative to the reporter because his personality, likes and 

dislikes have to be taken into consideration in order to determine the objectivity of the story.  It 

is also relative to the audience because of the mixed nature such that the level of exposure will 

determine the interpretation of the news. 

Types of news 

There are different types of news from around the corner and around the world according to 

Dean Squire of BBC Radio Leicester, first of the BBC’s local radio stations but he emphasizes 

that news should reflect the audience’s real priorities (Boyd, 2007:23). Boyd lists the different 

types of news as – emergencies, crime, local and national government, planning and 

developments, conflict and controversy, pressure groups, industry, health, human interest, 

personalities, sports, seasonal news, special local interest, weather, traffic, animals. All of these 

types of news can be subsumed under two major headings i.e. hard news and soft news.    

Hard news is defined as information of importance about events of significance. A hard news 

story will cover most of the basic facts by asking the questions “Who? What? When? Where? 

Why? And How?” (Boyd, 2007: 420) 

Soft news – this is human interest news. It is of interest to the audience but of no great 

significance or importance (Boyd, 2007: 420). 

Generally for any other item to serve as news the following checklist should be followed: 

Is the item relevant? Important? Tragic? Unusual? The last? The most expensive? Immediate or 

imminent? Interesting? Controversial? The first? The biggest? Funny or ironic? 

Summary 

In today’s lecture students have been charged with the need to develop proficiency in news 

writing and reporting by answering such questions that relate to the basics of good 



 

 

communication and news reporting -: How do I say what I mean and mean what I say? What is 

objectivity and how do I know it when I see it? What is my own role in this news process? How 

do I account for myself? What is power? What does it mean to have power? What does it mean 

to propose to “speak” for someone else? Why must I approach this with great skepticism and 

also humility? These are important questions that individual students need to answer in order to 

develop the required skills and courage. The lecture treated the definition of news and looked at 

the units in the news department and what they do. We also treated the components required for 

news packaging.  

Post-test 

1. Define news 

2. Explain the importance of the units in the news department 

3. Mention the three components of the news story 

4. Mention some important tools of a reporter and how they are useful 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

We have come to the end of the lecture. I trust that you have been able to learn some new things 

today. We wish you all the very best. Until next time when I come your way again, its goodbye. 
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COURSE TITLE:    NEWS EDITING FOR BROADCAST MEDIA 

COURSE CODE:    CLA 308 

Lecture 2 

Lecture Topic: News Writing Policy: 

Introduction:  



 

 

Hello listener, you are tuned to your classroom on radio programme and I welcome you to the 

Course, News Editing for the Broadcast Media - CLA 308. This is lecture 2 and our focus today 

is on news writing policy and what that means. At the end of this lecture, you will be expected to 

know the following: 

1. The policies in news-writing 

2. The different variables to consider in news writing 

3. The qualities of news 

Pre-test 

1. Why is news important? 

2. Mention some of the qualities of news 

3. Explain the 2 policies in news-writing 

4. What is news coding? 

5. Name two other important aspects of news writing. 

News Writing Policy: 

According to the Oxford Dictionary and Thesaurus, policy is “a course of action or prudent 

conduct”. Policy frameworks are usually put in place to guide operations in different settings for 

example in nations and governments, organizations and establishments, departments and even 

small units in an establishment. An individual, also, may operate with his or her own designed 

policies. News writing policy is the philosophy guiding the writing and presentation of news.  

Basic writing and news writing skills include spelling, grammar, journalistic style, attribution, 

the inverted pyramid structure for storytelling, single-sentence paragraphs, crisp and compelling 

news leads, and the use of quotations. These and more will be treated under the policies of an 

organization. 

 There are 2 points that affect the news writing policy of any news organization.  They are: 

– House Policy 

– Run of the News 

1) House Policy: 



 

 

House policy has to do with self-censorship or editing.  It is expected that a multiplicity of 

ownership will help objectivity. As it is generally said, “the more the merrier”. There is safety in 

numbers. It is only when there are a few owners or, as in government–controlled situations, one 

owner, that truth becomes elusive and the system is made to suffer. There are a thousand and one 

reasons why someone would wish to buy his/her way into lime light.  Many of these reasons are 

unpalatable, all of them to some degree, self-serving. This brings us to the qualities of news. 

What are the qualities of news? 

1. All news bulletins must be presented accurately and impartially. 

2. Stories that border on rumours/gossips must be investigated and confirmed and all efforts 

should be made to remove the harmful effects of a rumour. 

3. News bulletins should run for the exact time allocated to them – not over or under-run. 

4. Good taste shall prevail in the selection and broadcast of news stories. Morbid, 

sensational or alarming details must be avoided (e.g. in crime or sex). 

5. Commentary or analysis should be clearly identified as such. 

6. All news reports must have their sources indicated even if they remain confidential to the 

newsroom. 

7. The personal views, opinions and comments of staff shall be excluded from news and all 

other news programmes except for indepth news analysis, interpretations, trends and 

scientific predictions.  

These qualities also help to determine the code of ethics and practice in news reporting. These 

aspects will be treated later in the lecture series. 

 

 

The purpose of news 

There are many reasons why news thrives but studies carried out indicate that five of them are 

important and these are: 

1. to spread information which is the compass with which individuals   



 

 

constantly use to chart their course in life  

2. to connect people together 

3. to raise profit 

4. to raise conversation between people in order to interpret and explain stories in the news 

5. to expose corruption 

A good house policy preserves the sanctity of the news and the integrity of the station and serves 

the purpose of news to the fullest.  

Run of the News: 

Run of the news has to do with aspects of broadcast news that deal with the number and 

importance of stories for the day and the handling of them.  It also involves the set of facts 

provided on the kind of news as well as the angles to stress. The variables to consider include the 

following -  

1. News Selection 

In broadcasting news stories require constant updating (emphasis is on timeliness) and as new 

stories become available the top news story may change because stations have limited time 

available for news.  Individual stories must be kept relatively short. 

Generally they must be limited to 30 – 45 seconds in Radio and about 2 minutes in Television. 

Broadcasting buys sight and sound together and these often determine the emphasis on a news 

story how it is covered.  If a Local Government Chairman is resigning the news is much more 

effective on radio if you can hear him/her saying so whereas on television it is more effective if 

one can see the expression on the Chairman’s face when the announcement is being made. 

News position  

This is the placement of news in the television/radio broadcast news and the measure of 

importance given to stories.  News can be placed in different ways but usually they are placed 

according to their function usually depending on how interesting and how serious. 



 

 

News Direction: 

News direction is a measure of the nature of the story with regard to the favourability of the 

event reported. There are three categories of direction – favourable, unfavourable and neutral. 

Idemili in Okigbo and Abubakar (1992:219) explains all three categories. According to him, 

“favourable news are those events reflecting social cohesion and cooperation, political and 

economic stability and strength. This news is judged on the basis of events and incidents which 

depict a country or individuals within that country (or locality) as progressive, successful, peace-

loving, moral, lawful and united. On the other hand, unfavourable news are those stories that 

bother on conflict and crises such as death, disasters, war. Others are immoral acts, 

backwardness, lack of leadership, crises which portray the subject or victim of the event in bad 

light or expose  him or her to ridicule or pity.  Neutral news are those items that portray neither 

favourable nor unfavourable situations. In other words, they are not controversial. 

News coding is the breaking down of news into further variables such as locality, regions, 

subject matter.  

Locality - News can be local or foreign.  

Local news are events or situations that happen in Nigeria and about Nigeria and Nigerian 

affairs that deserve special attention and it is recorded and shown in the broadcast stations. 

Foreign news are events, happenings, situations that occur outside the country or news with 

Nigerian dateline but about foreign visitors in Nigeria. Datelines show the places of origin of 

news events. Foreign news agencies have the policies of using dateline. Foreign news is also talk 

about International organizations such as the UNO and its agencies, African Union (AU), 

UNICEF and so on.   

Geographical news are events, situations that occur within a region. According to the World 

Bank classification, there are three regions of the world – First World which are the Western 

industrialized nations and Japan, Second World which are socialist or communist nations, and 

Third World which are the developing nations (Okigbo and Abubakar, 1992:91). Regions are 

also classified under countries’ and continents’ geographies. 



 

 

The other category of variables is Subject Matter which was developed from the method of 

scientific content analysis and empirical work on media content (Budd, Thorp & Donohew in 

Okigbo & Abubakar (1992:91). The major subject matters are politics, government activities, 

economics, armed forces, international organizations, education, science, arts, law, crime and 

human interest. Also included are medicine, religion sports and miscellaneous bad news. Thus 

types of news items will include – political news, financial news, sports news, entertainment 

news, crime news and so on. 

 Summary 

In today’s lecture we treated the news writing policy and looked at the variables in the packaging 

of news. We also talked about why news is important, qualities of news, types of news and the 

kind of news items usually transmitted. 

 Post-test 

1. Why is news important? 

2. Mention some of the qualities of news 

3. Explain the 2 policies in news-writing 

4. What is news coding? 

5. Name two other important aspects of news writing. 

Conclusion 

We have come to the end of the lecture. I trust that you have been able to learn some new things 

today. We wish you all the very best. Until next time when I come your way again, its goodbye. 
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Lecture 3 



 

 

Lecture Topic: Factors contributing to the newsworthiness of an event: 

Introduction:  

Hello listener, this is your classroom on radio programme and I welcome you to the Course, 

News Editing for the Broadcast Media - CLA 308. This is lecture 3 and the topic today is Factors 

contributing to the newsworthiness of an event. At the end of this lecture, you will be expected to 

know the following: 

1. The factors that contribute to the news worthiness of an event 

2. Why they are considered as such. 

Pre-test 

1. Explain the term “newsworthy”. 

2. Mention some of the factors that make an event news-worthy 

Many factors may contribute to the news worthiness of an event sometimes depending on 

circumstances and situations.  However, there are some key factors that usually propel news 

stories and they include immediacy, proximity, prominence, consequence, human interest, 

entertainment. Let us treat these factors one by one beginning with immediacy. 

Timeliness: 

An event that has just happened is potentially news.  The immediacy of an event, its closeness in 

time is the most crucial factor in the newsworthiness of an event. If there is an event that 

happened last week and another one of equal importance that happened yesterday, the latter 

would be more newsworthy than the former.  Only when there is a fresh development on an old 

story can such make news.  Immediacy is nearness in time. According to Alao and Osifeso 

(2009: 29), “news has a short life span. People always want to know what is latest. What occurs 

today has greater impact than an event that occurred yesterday”.  

Timeliness also considers the issue of currency i.e. what is on people’s minds. 

Proximity: 

Right from time, the things that have interested man most are himself, his neighbors and events 

around him.  Proximity has three meanings. (1) It refers to something physically or 



 

 

geographically close. Things close to individuals in space are more interesting to them.  Thus 

any event happening in Ibadan or Lagos would interest someone in the southwest more than 

what is happening in Calabar or Zaria. An event will have to be unusual to be picked up outside 

the locale in which it took place.  (2) Another is psychological space which has to do with mental 

nearness. The audience identifies with a situation because it impacts or has a relationship with 

their experience.  For example, if a cure has been found for cancer in Germany, the attention of 

somebody suffering from cancer in Nigeria will definitely be drawn to such a story.  (3) It refers 

to the sharing of common interest. Be it faith, ethnic affiliations or otherwise, people will always 

like to know what happens to their peer groups. In addition, things close to the reporter is likely 

to get into the news.  

Prominence: 

This is like impact in news. With impact, it is said that the facts and events that have the greatest 

effect on the audience are the most newsworthy.  The significance of a particular fact or event 

lies in its value with respect to other facts or events. Thus more prominent individuals are given 

more attention.  

Whatever an important or prominent personality does is always news worthy.  Kings, Prime 

Ministers, Monarchs, dictators, Achievers, have a basic ingredient of being newsworthy. 

Shakespeare rightly observed that when beggars die there are no comets seen but the heavens 

themselves blaze forth the death of princes. Consider the death of celebrated musicians Michael 

Jackson and Whitney Houston in recent times. Or the death of the Vice Chancellor of the 

University of Lagos, Late Professor Sofoluwe. The obituary segment in news bulletins usually 

feature news about the passage of some important persons in different communities 

Ordinary people who do unusual things can also be newsworthy.  Sometimes an unusual 

situation may lend temporary importance to the ordinary man on the street. 

Find examples of this around you. 

Organizations are also important e.g. African Union (AU), United Nations Organization (UNO), 

African Leadership Forum (ALF) etc.  Whatever they do is reported as news, same with the Pope 

and Archbishop because of their religious leadership role. 



 

 

Consequence: 

People take interest in events that greatly affects the lives of a great number of people, for their 

present and their future.  For example, events leading to war are judged to be more newsworthy 

than events leading to an entertainment opening. Food, shelter, clothing, security are essential to 

man and the stories that bear on such essentials have a ready audience.  Political events are 

always newsworthy because of their consequences for the future of the citizens.  Development 

science and technology have however, extended readers, concern with consequences to events 

far beyond than immediate vicinity. 

Human Interest: 

This is a soft news item. It is of interest to the audience but is of no great significance or 

importance. Many events are news worthy because they make the average man/woman remark to 

him/herself: “there, but for the grace of God go I …”.  In other words the event could have 

happened to the person exclaiming or saying this. 

Human interest stories, typically, have to do with show business, stories that touch the heart, 

animals, lottery/jackpot winners and so on. The story can be both positive and negative. 

Entertainment: 

It is said that Entertainment is everything that is meant either to please or to instruct.  The second 

objective is difficult to attain without attending to the first. 

Events that have the potential to entertain are almost invariably newsworthy.  In this category fall 

sporting activities, and adventures, scandals, crime, mystery, beauty pageants, romance, suspense 

and so on. Basic reporting and writing of news stories also include news like obituaries, accident 

reports, and coverage of important speeches/meetings. These are also known as news staples. 

Summary 

In today’s lecture we treated factors that contribute to the newsworthiness of an event as well as 

why they are considered so. 

 Post-test 

1. Explain the term “newsworthy”. 



 

 

2. Mention some of the factors that make an event news-worthy 

Conclusion 

We have come to the end of the lecture. The lecture topic was factors that make an event news-

worthy. I trust that you are determined to gain much from these broadcast lectures on radio. We 

wish you all the very best. Until next time when I come your way again, its goodbye. 
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Lecture 4 

Lecture Topic: Sources of News 

Introduction:  

Hello listener, this is your classroom on radio programme and I welcome you to the Course, 

News Editing for the Broadcast Media - CLA 308. Today we are moving on to lecture 4 and the 

topic today is Sources of News. At the end of this lecture, you will be expected to know the 

following: 

1. The different sources of news 

2. Some other types of news sources. 

Pre-test 

1. Explain the term “news source”. 

2. Mention some of the sources of news 

3. What are the focal points in news reporting? 

4. Explain the principle behind the three categories of the sources of news 

Sources of news 

There are times when news is available and anywhere you turn, there is breaking news. At some 

other times, nothing seems to happen. Oftentimes, stories have to be dug for to be able to have 



 

 

news. News writing is based on 2 factors i.e. gathering of information and recognizing news. 

Where does one dig for news? How does the reporter source information for news? There are 

some basic sources of news namely: 

Wire Services 

A large percentage of stories originate from wire services such as the Associated Press (AP), 

News Agency of Nigeria (NAN), Reuter (You can name some other news agencies that you 

know e.g. UPI, PANA etc). Sometimes local newspapers also provide stories for the news. 

Media houses subscribe to these news agencies in order to access information  

Beat reporters 

The beat reporter is assigned to a particular spot to check the same news source for stories. 

Regular and traditional beats may include the State house, National and State Assemblies, 

educational institutions, city halls, hospitals, police stations, courts, airport and so on. 

Investigative reporters are different from beat reporters. They nose around for peculiar stories 

that are captivating and useful to the growth and development of society. 

Interviews 

This is questioning of knowledgeable and important people about their views on specific issues 

in order to elicit a response. 

Accidental reporting 

This is usually an unexpected or unscheduled event such as earthquakes, fire outbreaks, plane 

crash, flood, collapsed building and so on. An item of breaking news, it is known in American 

journalistic term as spot story (Boyd, 2001: 422). The source of this news may be a member of 

the audience, a tipster or a stringer. A stringer is a freelance correspondent who calls to let a 

station know that a story is breaking. A station’s news reporter must be deployed in such a way 

that allows him/her to cope with sudden disasters (Alao and Osifeso, 2003: 33). 

All these sources of news can be grouped under three categories namely: 

1. Predictable Sources 



 

 

2. Anticipated Sources 

3. Unpredictable Sources 

Predictable Sources: 

These are sources that are regular and stable. They service the news industry because of:  

- their functions that make their activities of public interest. 

- Their nature that helps to generate events that attract a large number of people e.g. 

information from government, tradefairs, lectures, conferences, exhibitions, annual general 

meetings, reports from stock exchange business/fashion, agency reports. In other words, this 

is seen as anything that has to be covered as news. Also important in this category are 

marriages, death/birth notices, excerpts from panel discussions, prepared speeches, 

advertisement.  Breaking news i.e. news from police, etc. 

Anticipated Sources: 

This is similar to predictable news but restricted to planned events that the reporter knows will 

definitely happen e.g. Festivals, national day celebration, special anniversaries, government 

policies (budget), matriculation and convocation ceremonies. 

Unpredictable Sources: 

Here the reporter must have a nose for news and be able to determine what is news and report it 

accordingly. Input is derived from training and experience.  One can anticipate unpredictable 

news. What to do is watch a situation, ask the right questions at the right time and then break 

the information as news. It has to do with experience not intimation and a broad knowledge of 

the news beat. In recognizing news, a reporter must consider the news values and the readers’ 

interest in the story.  

Other examples are scoops where friends and acquaintances tip reporters on news stories; 

freelancers i.e. those who are employed by a news outfit to fill for absent members; stringers 

who are non-staff members whose contributions come in regularly. These are all working 

journalists who add considerably to the eyes and ears of a station. One should however, be 

cautious about hoaxes where people claiming to be contacts who are known by the station call 



 

 

in and give phoney information. The sure protection against the hoaxer is a set of sharp wits and 

the common sense to check the information (Boyd, 2007:40). This is where investigative 

journalism also comes to play. We shall be treating this subject – investigative journalism in 

another lecture later. 

Finding the Focus 

Every news story has two focal points: 

- A person who has done or said something important or interesting 

- An event of importance or interest to listeners or viewers 

For any of these points, the curiosity of the audience has to be satisfied and this can be done by 

giving answers to the 5WS and IH which is explained following: 

i. What 

This is the answer to the question “what happened?” In other words, what was significant, 

unusual or exceptional about the event or issue? Consider this example:  

Five persons were burnt to death at the expressway on Thursday when eleven long trailer 

vehicles were involved in an accident that set them ablaze. 

ii. Who  

The use of who is the human element and shows the importance of the personality involved in 

the news story e.g.  

President Olusegun Obasanjo has promised to improve conditions of service in higher 

educational institutions in the country in order to bring stability and efficiency into the national 

educational system. 

Sometimes the ‘who’ is not prominent in the news story, it will, therefore, rarely open the story.  

iii Where 

This identifies where the event occurred e.g. 



 

 

Ibadan:  An Evangelist of Christ Church of the Lord, Mr Abiodun Abodurin was killed by a lion 

at the zoological garden of the University of Ibadan last Sunday. 

Sometimes the ‘where’ is significant enough to overshadow the other ‘W’s. 

iv When 

Time element is important in a news story and most times, it is included in the lead e.g. 

At 12 noon last Sunday Vice President Atiku Abubakar left Abuja to begin a 3-day state visit to 

the US.  

The ‘when’ is also used to show unusual circumstances. 

v. Why  

The ‘why’ is the circumstance surrounding the event.  It is usually answered in the body of 

news except when more explanation required e.g. 

Any aspirant who feels dissatisfied with the primaries as conducted by any political party is free 

to go to court if he so wishes. This declaration was made yesterday by the INEC statement 

signed by Prof. Atahiru Jega at the weekend. It was to refute claims that ‘no court order can 

stop INEC from conducting an election. 

The why of this news story is to refute claims credited to the Chairman. Sometimes the motive 

or cause of an event is the most important feature. 

vi. How 

This is closely related to the ‘why’. The ‘why’ and ‘how’ of the story is usually left for the 

2nd/3rd paragraph that forms of body of the story. But, usually the ‘how’ is used to explain the 

process that the event takes to become a news story e.g. 

The Police have rescued the President of the Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC) who was 

kidnapped and held for two weeks in the boot of a car while his captors demanded a ransom of 

one billion naira. 



 

 

Police in Enugu said they had arrested three men in connection with the abduction of Comrade 

AAA. 

The ‘how’ can be very effective but care must be taken not to become wordy in explaining how 

something happened. 

Summary 

In today’s lecture we treated the sources of news, the principle behind the categories of some 

main sources as well as the 5 ‘W’s and 1 ‘H’ as news focal points. 

 Post-test 

1. Explain the term “news source”. 

2. Mention some of the sources of news 

3. What are the focal points in news reporting? 

4. Explain the principle behind the three categories of the sources of news 

Conclusion 

We have come to the end of the lecture. The lecture topic was sources of news. Keep on listening 

to these lectures on radio and as you keep a date with us you are sure to learn a new thing on 

radio. We wish you all the very best. Until next time when I come your way again, its goodbye. 
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COURSE TITLE:    NEWS EDITING FOR BROADCAST MEDIA 

COURSE CODE:    CLA 308 

Lecture 5 

Lecture Topic: Components of the News Story 

Introduction:  

Hello listener, this is your classroom on radio programme and you are welcome once again to the 

Course, News Editing for the Broadcast Media - CLA 308. This is lecture 5 and the topic today 

is Components of the News story. At the end of this lecture, you will be expected to know the 

following: 



 

 

1. The important components of the News Story 

2. What is a lead in news writing? 

Pre-test 

1. What are the main parts in a news story 

2. What is the importance of the ‘lead’ in news writing? 

3. Mention two types of lead that you know 

There are two main parts in a news story. 

- the lead or introduction 

- the body. 

The Lead 

A lead is the first item in a news programme or the written cue to a news item or report (Boyd, 

2007: 420) It is also described as the compressed detail that tells the busy listener what the story 

is all about. This is to say that it is the first element in news serving as an orientation point to 

draw in the audience and make the story more relevant to them. The lead will introduce the story 

while the body will amplify, filling in the pertinent facts in a descending order of importance. It 

should summarize the most important and interesting aspects of the story and must consequently 

arouse the interest of listeners and lure them into the story.   

The reporter must decide what facts to include in the lead.  Traditionally, every lead should 

answer the 5‘w’s and ‘h’ questions but answers to some of the questions may be irrelevant to the 

main part of the story. For example, few persons in large city are likely to know the names of 

people involved in a news story so their names need not feature in the  lead.  The precise time 

and place the event occurred may also be unimportant.   

Leads therefore should answer the most interesting and significant questions for each news story.  

Writing the Lead 

The lead is not always easy to write since it summarizes the whole story. The following 4 

questions should therefore be asked: 

i. What facts in the story are most important? 



 

 

ii. What facts are most likely to interest or affect the listeners? 

iii.  What is new in the story, what are the most recent developments. 

iv. What facts are most unusual? 

There are 2 commonly known ways of writing the lead: 

• The Inverted Pyramid 

• The Chronological Approach 

The Inverted Pyramid 

This is the traditional news story structure and is used for the straight news story. The audience is 

interested in knowing what happened in its state of currency. This format, therefore, covers all 

the important and relevant information of a news story as efficiently as possible. It is useful to 

attempt to answer all the 5ws and 1h but this is not the style most reporters prefer to use these 

days. 

Most of the time (80%) is written to answer the ‘who’ and the ‘what’.  The basic English 

sentence is based on subject and predicate: ‘s’ – subject, killed ‘p’ predicate, ‘c’ – complement, 

yesterday ‘a’ – adjust.  When occasionally this usual format is changed, it is for the purpose of 

emphasis e.g.  

 Yesterday, I killed her. 

In periodic sentences the main clause is delayed till the end e.g.  

I saw you as I was coming. (simple sentence)  

As I was coming, I saw you. (periodic sentence) 

However, this does not mean that ‘when’, ‘where’, ‘why’, cannot lead a story.  Occasionally they 

do lead stories e.g.  

i. Six days before he was scheduled to retire on pension, an Air-force officer was given a 

dishonorable discharge from the service yesterday. 



 

 

ii. At 5pm yesterday the Senate approved President Shagari’s economic adjustment 

proposals with 10 minutes of meeting. 

iii.  Within two metres of an intersection at which his wife met her death in a motor accident 

a month ago, a Bini man was killed. 

iv. Bad lead: e.g. At the University of Lagos yesterday, a student, Akintunde Ojo was shot 

by the police during a student riot (emphasis should be on subject). 

Occasionally, the news angle can hang around the reason i.e. the ‘why’ of an event e.g.  

(1)  As a result of the recent students unrest, the current session has been extended to 

December. 

(2) Because he was dismissed without notice, a factory man stabbed his foreman and then 

slashed his own throat. 

A story can also hang around the how e.g.  

By climbing a tree and yelling for help, a game keeper escaped almost certain death by a lion at 

the Yankari Games reserve last night. 

However, except in the rare cases when the information is unusual, one should avoid starting 

the lead with the time, the location, the manner and the reason.   

The Chronological Approach 

The chronological style is used when a news story reports action or a series of related events. It 

has a summary lead which is followed by a chronological account of the events telling the story 

step by step. Oftentimes the news story ends with a concluding segment that gives additional 

information outside the original action. Here, you may think of some examples yourself and read 

wide to get some more. 

The Body: 

The portion of the news following the lead is called the body.  Its main purpose is to amplify the 

lead. The body of the news builds on the facts mentioned in the lead. It answers the unanswered 

questions in the lead giving more facts and details as to the questions asked by the 5Ws and 1H. 



 

 

It may be brief but it should not be very long since this is not news in print. Listeners refer to the 

body of the news of their interest to check details which the lead fails to give. 

A news story is not like an essay which has an introduction, body and a conclusion. A news story 

may or may not require a conclusion. 

 

 

Summary 

In today’s lecture we treated the Components of the News story. We discussed the Lead and 

ways of writing the lead. We also mentioned the importance of the body of the news 

Post-test 

1. What are the main parts in a news story 

2. What is the importance of the ‘lead’ in news writing? 

3. How important is the body of the news? 

Conclusion 

We have come to the end of the lecture. The lecture topic was Components of a news story. Keep 

on listening to these lectures on radio and as you keep a date with us you are sure to learn a new 

thing on radio. We wish you all the very best. Until next time when I come your way again, its 

goodbye. 
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COURSE TITLE:    NEWS EDITING FOR BROADCAST MEDIA 

COURSE CODE:    CLA 308 

Lecture 6 

Lecture Topic: Lead-writing styles 

Introduction:  

Hello listener, this is your classroom on radio programme and you are welcome once again to 

the Course, News Editing for the Broadcast Media - CLA 308. Today we bring you lecture 6 

and the topic is Lead-writing styles. At the end of this lecture, you will be expected to know the 

following: 

1. What is a lead in news writing? 

2. Some types of leads in news writing  

3. The different uses of leads. 

Pre-test 

1. What are the main parts in a news story? 

2. What is the importance of the ‘lead’ in news writing? 

3. Mention two types of lead that you know 

Before we go into the lecture for today, let us quickly explain, again, what lead in news writing 

is. A lead is the first item in a news programme or the written cue to a news item or report 

(Boyd, 2001: 420) It is also described as the compressed detail that tells the busy listener what 

the story is all about. This is to say that it is the first element in news serving as an orientation 

point to draw in the audience and make the story more relevant to them. The lead will introduce 

the story while the body will amplify, filling in the pertinent facts. The lead should summarize 



 

 

the most important and interesting aspects of the story and must consequently arouse the interest 

of listeners and lure them into the story.   

 

Lead-writing styles: 

In addition to emphasizing the 5 ‘ws’ and ‘h’ in a story,  broadcast reporters use several lead 

writing styles. There are six (6) of them here altogether. 

1. Summary lead 

2. Effects lead 

3. Question lead 

4. Quotes lead 

5. Cartridge lead 

6. Double features lead 

1. Summary lead: 

This consists of the summary statement that answers to what, who, when, and where of an 

event.  It is the commonest lead used for most routine stories/events.  It says in one breath 

almost everything about a story so it runs the danger of:  

a. getting cluttered 

b. getting the body of the rest of the story redundant. Example: 

A section of the popular Aba market in Ngwa Local Government area of Abia State was razed 

by fire on Thursday   

However, with the news stories like FM news, for instance, which are short (1 or 2 paragraphs), 

the summary lead is very useful. 

2. The Effects Lead: 



 

 

This focuses on the effects or consequences of an event.  As few readers can resist being drawn 

into a story that suggest the impact on them of an event, leads that emphasize the effect on 

readers of an event have a powerful human angle and is the favourite style of an experienced 

journalist. It is also called the Punch lead or the blind lead. Its emphasis is on situations rather 

than specific persons or details (Alao and Osifeso, 2003: 83). 

3. The Question Lead 

This takes the form of a question to which an answer is then provided. It is used frequently in 

FM news bulletins. This lead prefers an informal conversational style. To be effective, a 

question to be used as a lead must be specific, brief and provocative e.g. 

Can you imagine condemned armed robbers about to be executed bidding themselves farewell 

before their execution? This happened yesterday at the Bar beach, Lagos. 

4. The Quotation Lead: 

Some leads utilize a straight quotation usually of the impressions of an individual involved in a 

news story. The quotation lead can be quite effective if the story describes a person’s 

experience or the lead is kept brief and adequately summarizes the entire story and is self-

explanatory. The quotation lead should be used only where the quotation is quite significant. 

Whenever a quotation lead is used, the explanation of such quotation should be made in the 

next paragraph. 

5. The Cartridge Lead: 

Landmark events deserve spectacular treatment and the cartridge lead is one way of achieving 

this effect in a story.  It is very punchy and is used when: 

– War is declared or ends e.g. the war in Liberia has ended. 

– Some widely known personality dies e.g. AWO IS DEAD. 

– On similar important occasions e.g. Iyabo Obasanjo weeps in court. 

The cartridge lead presents the major events in the fewest possible words. 

6. The double Features Lead: 



 

 

The beginning of a story may be written to separate ideas into a double lead.  Sometimes to 

avoid crowding, the lead paragraph is broken into two sentences giving a double feature lead 

e.g.  

2 Vice-Chancellors are to lose their positions for their roles in the recent students crises.  

General lecturers and students are also to be penalized. 

Summary 

You have been listening to your classroom on radio programme and the Course is News Editing 

for the Broadcast Media – CLA 308. Today we brought you lecture 6 and the topic is Lead-

writing styles.  

Post-test 

1. What is a lead in news writing? 

2. Some types of leads in news writing  

3. The different uses of leads. 

Conclusion 

Thank you for being part of today’s lecture on radio. Goodbye 
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COURSE CODE:    CLA 308 

Lecture 7 

Lecture Topic: Investigative Reporting 

Introduction:  

Hello listener, this is your classroom on radio programme and you are welcome once again to 

the Course, News Editing for the Broadcast Media - CLA 308. Today we bring you lecture 7 

and the topic is Investigative reporting. At the end of this lecture, you will be expected to know 

the following: 

1. Some types of investigative reporting  

2. The different uses of leads. 

Pre-test 

1. What is investigative reporting? 

2. What are the techniques employed in investigative reporting? 

3. Explain the 2 types of  investigative reporting 

Investigating Reporting: 

Investigative reporting is defined as news gathering through thorough investigative techniques to 

obtain reliable, undisputable, factual and unbiased account of occurrences (Duyile, 2011: 196). It 

is also described as when a reporter deeply investigates a single topic of interest often involving 

crime, political corruption or corporate wrongdoing (Wikipedia). It is concerned with the 

activities of a journalist when he tries to ferret out the truth behind the hidden facts i.e. the 

publishing of significant material that someone is trying to keep hidden.  It is usually based on 

the popular media principle “the society and all therein have the right to know”. The objective is 

to expose wrong doing – public or private.  

The report takes longer to write, demands more patience, perseverance and is often more 

imaginative than is required in everyday news gathering. The reporter is likely to meet 

resistance, road blocks and often threats or genuine danger. This makes it a rather dangerous 

terrain to tread and much care and caution is required. The example of Nigeria’s Dele Giwa who 



 

 

died from a parcel bomb in the pursuit of a story is the typical example of the dangers inherent in 

this type of reporting. Ultimately the facts of the report is for the common good. 

Traditionally, a journalist is concerned with stereographic reporting where the reporter simply 

but accurately reports what he has seen or been told by his sources without any attempt to 

interpret the facts.  On the other hand, investigative reporting differs from day to day reporting 

not in methods but rather in the circumstances that surround it.  

Information is the core of investigative reporting and it depends on sources to provide the 

information.  The good investigative reporter should be able to detect or smell unusual 

happenings or patterns of events on their routine beats.  He should learn or discover what things 

bother people or what people suspect is going on even though they may not always prove it.  It is 

usually with this kind of sensitivity to their environment that investigative reporters are born.  At 

its best, investigative reporting is master detective work. 

Wikipedia’s example of investigative reporting reveals that Julius Chambers of the New York 

Times had himself committed to the Bloomingdale asylum in 1872 and his account led to the 

release of the twelve patients who were not mentally ill, a reorganization of the staff and 

administration and, eventually, to a change in the lunacy laws. This later led to the publication of 

the book A Mad World and Its People (1876).  There is also the story of one Ashwini Sarin a 

reporter in one of India’s republic (Express News Service).  He got himself arrested and jailed 

with the sole intention of investigating the conditions in the jail.   

Investigative reporting requires the backing of editors and management because of the time that 

it takes and the risks of a libel suit. This is not journalism in a hurry and the journalist has to 

finish the story with factual precision and without malice. 

Methods of investigative reporting: 

In the process of digging for information, investigative tactics have been involved. There are 

three main methods of investigative reporting: 

1.  Droshky Theory Method: 

A droshky, as the name suggests, is a small sled and encapsulates the diversionary method of 

escaping criticism in government. It defocuses attention from a main issue and lays emphasis on 



 

 

the minor which is also important. An example here at home can be when the report of the 

investigation on the oil subsidy removal is overtaken by the Farouk Lawan $6,200 scandal. 

2.   Bluff Technique: 

With this method the journalist bluffs his way through and elicits information from an 

unsuspecting alleged culprit. Can you think of an example? 

3. Open Quarry Technique: 

This is open investigation where subjects are confronted with the facts and they cannot deny. 

Types of Investigative Reporting: 

There are 2 broad kinds of investigative reporting.  The 1st is detective work concerning: 

i. things like digging up vouchers, building permits and other such records to expose 

fraud/corruption.  This involves exposure and people resist this. 

ii. The 2nd type is purely educational e.g. an in-depth report looking at broad things like how 

a hospital operates, and how an entity functions etcas in the examples cited above.   

Generally investigative reporting adopts a scientific approach whereby fact is laid upon fact and 

no conclusions are drawn until the fact themselves form a conclusion.   

Problems with Investigative Journalism: 

One of the problems is that whatever may be the journalist’s claim as a seeker after the truth, the 

investigative reporter is hardly in the position to establish the truth about an issue.  They almost 

invariably depend entirely on self-interested sources for the version of the truth that they report.   

The other problem is a distinction between news and truth.  This distinction has been highlighted 

by Walter Lippman.  According to him ‘the function of news is to signalize an event.  The 

function of truth is to bring to light the hidden fact, to set them in relation with each other and 

make a picture of reality on which men can act’. 

News report and truth seeking, therefore, have different ultimate purposes. 

Summary 



 

 

You have been listening to your classroom on radio programme and the Course is News Editing 

for the Broadcast Media – CLA 308. Today we brought you lecture 7 on investigative 

journalism. We defined investigative journalism, what makes it important, the techniques of 

reporting and the types of investigative reporting. We rounded off by emphasizing the 

difference between news and truth for the investigative reporter. 

Post-test 

1. What is investigative reporting? 

2. What are the techniques employed in investigative reporting? 

3. Explain the 2 types of  investigative reporting 

Conclusion 

Thank you for being part of today’s lecture on radio. Goodbye 
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COURSE TITLE:    NEWS EDITING FOR BROADCAST MEDIA 

COURSE CODE:    CLA 308 

Lecture 8 

Lecture Topic: Nigerian Press Laws  

Introduction:  

Hello listener, you are tuned to your classroom on radio programme and I welcome you to the 

Course, News Editing for the Broadcast Media - CLA 308. This is lecture 8 and our focus today 

is on Nigerian Press Laws and why we need to understand them in the coverage of news stories. 

At the end of this lecture, you will be expected to know the following: 

1. The different types of press laws 

2. The defences to defamation 

3. The difference between libel and slander 

Pre-test 

1. Discuss 2 types of press laws 

2. What is the difference between libel and slander? 

3. Name two defences to defamation. 

One of the most important fundamental human rights is that relating to freedom of expression 

and the press. It is intolerable when a person’s freedom is unjustifiably taken away or abused. It 

is, therefore, important that a journalist should know how he/she stands with the law in the effort 



 

 

to keep the public informed of events or issues of national or international importance. Some of 

the key laws of the press in Nigeria include the ones treated following:  

1.  Defamation 

That is the publication of a statement either spoken or written which is considered to be false and 

without justification. It tends to lower a person in the estimation of right-thinking members of the 

society generally or makes that person shunned or avoided (Yakubu, 1999:58). In other words it 

is a statement that is disparaging and injures the reputation of the person to whom it refers either 

in his office, profession, calling, trade or business. 

The reputation of a person is among the various interests protected by the law (torts).  

Defamation consists of slander and libel. 

Slander:  

This is defamation by means of spoken words or gestures including mimicking. Whilst slander is 

said to be addressed to the ear, libel is conveyed in a permanent form e.g. writing, pictures 

cartoons etc and addresses the eye (Yakubu, 1999:60). Slander includes 

a) Imputation of a criminal offence e.g. theft. 

b) Imputation of contagious or infectious disease which is likely to prevent other persons 

associating with the plaintiff e.g. AIDS, leprosy. 

c) Imputation of unchastity or adultery to a girl or woman is actionable per se without proof of 

special damage. 

d) Imputation of unfitness or incompetence e.g. dishonesty. 

Libel 

This form of defamation is by means of writing or by other permanent forms such as videotapes, 

pictures, signs, paintings, statutes or films. Libel attacks the reputation, fidelity and integrity of 

the victim. 

Conditions for Libel: 



 

 

- publication is in writing 

- publication is false 

- publication was defamatory of the plaintiff 

- publication was by defendant 

Whether it is libel or slander, in defamation, the words must be proven to be malicious and the 

person defamed must be seen to suffer damage. 

Publication means exposing the matter to a third party. Publication is malicious in the sense of 

spite, evil motive or ill will.  It is either pure malice or formal malice.  With formal malice one 

can plead the case of fair comment or qualified privilege.  But this is not so with pure malice.  

Defamation can be intentional or unintentional. Either way, if alleged and proved the plaintiff is 

entitled to damages. 

Saving grace in Defamation 

The law allows: 

- publication  of correction  

- tendering of apology 

- one may pay some costs as damages. 

- Notify all concerned to correct impression. 

But defendants are cleared if:  

- Ignorant of publication as defamatory to plaintiff but must show that all care was taken by all 

concerned to ensure that there is no negligence. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Defences to Defamation 

- Justification (or truth) e.g. of a character that one                                          

does not or ought not to possess publication this 

                                      defamatory between truth … 

 

- Fair comment 

  Major Justification                             absolute 

- Privilege          

                      qualified  

- Consent/assent to publication 

- Special defenses  

Fair Comment: 

- Honest criticism  on a matter of public interest. 

- Truth 

- Within limits (of fair comment) 

- Writers opinion (statements of fact?) 

 

Particular and peculiar benefit. 

- Absolute/outrageous, untrue, malicious 

                Judge, magistrate, public policy 

                 Judicious without fear and without all freedom 

i.e. in your capacity as  ….  

Self defence 

The best option is for a reporter to exercise caution in the matter of defamation and not be 

reckless with pronouncements while on the beat. This will ensure that he/she is credible as a 

reporter and stays on the safe side of the law 

 

Sedition: 



 

 

A broadcast is seditious when it brings into hatred or contempt, disaffection against the 

President of the Federal Republic, the Governor of the State, the Federal or State Government, 

the Constitution of Nigeria and the administration of justice in Nigeria. The news is not 

seditious when it merely points out mistake or defects in the government, its policy and action 

or in legislation. 

Official Secrets Act 

The Official Secrets Act was passed in 1962 and creates offences relating to what is called 

“Classified Matters”. This is serious offence which can earn a person found guilty a maximum 

punishment of 14 years imprisonment. “Classified Matter” is any information or materials 

which under any system of security classification, from time to time in use by any branch of the 

government which if disclosed to the public would be prejudicial to the security of Nigeria 

(Duyile, 2011:71). This 1962 Act has been recently replaced with the passage of the Freedom of 

Information (FOI) Bill by the National Assembly.  

Copyright: 

This is the Right given by law for a certain period to producers of intellectual property. 

The Rule of Law 

The rule of law denotes 3 things: 

- Absolute supremacy of the law 

- All men are subject to the ordinary laws of the land 

- The constitution is based on the inalienable rights of the individual citizen 

It is important because if we are not ruled by law we will be ruled by man and man is 

unpredictable. 

Rule of law suggests justice at all times.  It protects human rights. 

Truth is needed at all times in every society. 

Truth leads to real progress.  Media has the responsibility to uphold the rule of law and ensure 

accountability and responsibility of every government to the people.  Power corrupts so unless 

well checked, is subject to abuse. The media is the policing organ for power in government.  

 

Summary 



 

 

You have been listening to your classroom on radio programme and the Course is News Editing 

for the Broadcast Media – CLA 308. Today we brought you lecture 8 on Nigerian Press Laws 

and why we need to understand them in the coverage of news stories. We also highlighted the 

defences to defamation and the differences between libel and slander. 

Post-test 

1. Discuss 2 types of press laws 

2. What is the difference between libel and slander? 

3. Name two defences to defamation. 

Conclusion 

Thank you for being part of today’s lecture on radio. Goodbye 
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Lecture 9 



 

 

Lecture Topic: Ethical considerations in News reporting  

Introduction:  

Hello listener, you are tuned to your classroom on radio programme and I welcome you to the 

Course, News Editing for the Broadcast Media - CLA 308. This is lecture 9 and the focus today 

is on ethics. Ethical considerations in the coverage of news stories. At the end of this lecture, you 

will be expected to know the following: 

1. What ethics is 

2. The importance of ethical reporting 

3. Mention three important factors that affect ethical considerations in journalistic reporting 

Pre-test 

1. What is the difference between ethics and law? 

2. Mention some advantages of ethics. 

3. What are the factors that militate against ethics in news reporting? 

Introduction 

The concept of ethics was made popular by Aristotle, the ancient Greek philosopher. In society, 

much is always expected from a leader in terms of integrity and behavioural characteristics. 

Ethics has to do with decency and morality and applies to all areas of life including professions. 

It belongs to the mind and conscience is the judge (Duyile, 2011:79).  

 

 

What is ethics? 

Generally, ethics is described as a science (Duyile, 2011:79). It is defined in different ways as: 

- The philosophy which deals with the morality of human conduct. 

- The study of the norms of human behavior.  

- The systematic study of the fundamental principles of the moral laws of virtue and vice. 

- The normative science of human conduct/morals. 



 

 

This is to say that ethics deals with the norms or standards of human behavior.  It is concerned 

with values thus it states the way that people ought to behave but not the way that they do behave 

in practice.  Ethics as a normative science describes the way things ought to be not the way 

things are. (Empirical science is descriptive.  The aim is to describe the way things are, the way 

things behave).  

In journalism ethics is the set of codified rules of conduct or prescriptions guiding all journalists 

in behaving right when carrying out their functions to inform, to educate, to entertain and to lead 

the public.  

The Ethical Imperative in journalism highlights - 

1.  Pursuit of truth. According to Walter Lippman in his statement in 1920, “telling the truth is 

the highest law in journalism” (cited in Duyile, 2011:80). 

2. Policing government for responsibility and accountability to the nation. 

Section 21 of 1979 Constitution directs that the Press shall at all times endeavour to uphold the 

fundamental responsibility and accountability of the government to the people. 

Ethics and Law 

Ethics is similar to law because both deal with the norms of human behavior in the sense that 

they prescribe certain kinds of actions and prohibit others.  But there is also a marked difference 

between ethical and legal considerations. While legal considerations relate to the law and its 

application, ethical considerations have to do with the social values and individual sense of 

morality. 

 

Legal considerations Ethical considerations 

These may not be ethical but emphasis is on 

accountability as an assigned function 

This is more of responsibility. It is free of 

corruption, self-imposed and self-assigned 

 

Ethics is the judge of law because morality takes precedence over law and is itself the standard 

for law. Law comes from an external authority and needs enforcement but morality comes from 

man’s internal disposition and personal conviction.  It is a matter of free choice and does not 

need any internal authoritative enforcement. It is when ethics fails that law comes in. 

Indicators of Morality 

Morally right actions:  

- Fidelity to one’s duties 



 

 

- Respect for human life 

- Hospitality 

- Kindness 

- Honesty 

- Helping those in need etc. 

Morally wrong actions: 

- armed robbery 

- Lying 

- Bribery and corruption 

- Embezzlement 

- Cheating etc 

Considered not right but not wrong  

- Abortion 

- Contraception  

- Mercy killing (euthanasia) 

- Lesbianism/homosexuality 

- Masturbation etc 

Fathers of Ethics include: 

Socrates 

Plato 

Aristotle 

Epicurus 

The Stoics, St Thomas Aquinas, Jeremy Bentham etc. 

Some of the ethical rules in journalism among many others include: 

- a journalist should not accept bribe 

- a journalist should respect the rule of individual integrity 

- there should be no plagiarism or journalistic theft 

- a journalist should be truthful 

Other factors include: 

• Concealing of motives for individual benefits or gain). 

• Concealing of evidence for personal gains 



 

 

• Showing disrespect 

The main objective in the concept of ethics in journalism is to free a country from scourges like 

unemployment, poverty, disease, corruption, homelessness, ignorance, illiteracy, population 

explosion etc. 

In view of all the ethical considerations in journalism one may then wish to ask, what are the 

factors that may lead to ethical misconduct in the Nigerian society? 

Factors that may lead to Ethical Misconduct: 

There are various factors that may lead to the breaching of the rules of conduct in the journalism 

profession and in news reporting. Some of the factors are listed following: 

- Poor Technical Knowledge: 

This is when there is insufficient grounding in the tools/rudiments/requirements of the trade.  

There cannot be freedom of expression and ownership of media houses under proliferation 

without adequately trained staff. The outright consequence will be poor news judgment, 

disregard for rules in headline casting, outlandish claims to justify their existence and attract 

patronage and much more. 

Conflicting Interest: 

When a journalist becomes compromised and works for interest groups he/she cannot avoid 

betraying their audience and possibly their owners by the withholding of information. As the 

saying goes generally, “one cannot serve God and mammon”. Of course the result will be 

negative. 

Ownership: 

He who pays the piper dictates the tune.  Ownership usually dictates the angles and emphasis in 

reporting e.g. the hold of government on the press.  Some overbearing proprietors also, would 

not allow their journalists to do their job for business as well as political reasons. 

Pressure of the Market: 

- Proliferation of stations 

- Competition for audience attention 

- Reduced advertising patronage thus reduced incomes hence junk journalism as strategy. 

Poor Pay: 

There is constant report and complaint of poor salaries for journalists. Poor salaries encourage 

“egunje” or brown envelopes. 

Weak Internal regulation: 



 

 

What is the importance of the media in the society? 

What are the laws that strengthen the functions of the media? 

(Dare and Uyo, 1996: 201). 

Types of Ethics 

National ethics – the sense of a particular nation about right and wrong conduct 

Work ethics – principles accepted by a community about right and wrong conduct in work. 

Professional ethics and codes of conduct - standards of behavior for members of a profession that 

regulates their actions. 

Advantages of Ethics: 

1. Infuses morality into the crude performance of the particular profession referred to  

2. Enhances competence in the exercise of the profession 

3. Constitutes a means of control and discipline among members of the profession. 

4. Regulates the relationship between professionals and their publics  

Code: 

Body of laws or a systematic collection of statutes put together so as to avoid inconsistency 

and/or overlapping. 

Standard: 

The degree of excellence or average quality required for a particular purpose. 

All media are subject to human error and biases. All must accept responsibility for the public 

effects of our private media choices. 

Ethical Communication is communication that is fair and considerate of the feelings/rights of 

others (honesty, devotion, commitment, self sacrifice, empathy, love).   

See 

NCA Credo for Ethical communication www.natcom.org/ic/nor99/rescrdi,htm 

Summary 

We have come to the end of today’s lecture. In the lecture we highlighted the similarity as well 

as the difference between ethics and the law, the importance of ethics and the factors that may 

lead to ethical considerations in journalism.  We also talked about types of ethics and the 

advantages of ethics. 



 

 

Ethics is gaining ground in all professions. It is important for journalists who want to go far in 

the profession to understand the concept and the subject itself. 

 

Post-test 

1. What is the difference between ethics and law? 

2. Mention some advantages of ethics. 

3. What are the factors that militate against ethics in news reporting? 

Conclusion 

Thank you for being part of the lecture today. Think of ethics as it applies to some other 

professions. Think of how you can add value to the journalism profession. I welcome you to the 

next radio class, don’t miss it. Goodbye. 
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COURSE TITLE:    NEWS EDITING FOR BROADCAST MEDIA 

COURSE CODE:    CLA 308 

Lecture 10 

Lecture Topic: News Writing Policy: 

Introduction:  

Hello listener, welcome to your classroom on radio programme, News Editing for the Broadcast 

Media - CLA 308. This is lecture 10 and our focus today is on correct language and word use. At 

the end of this lecture, you will be expected to know the following: 

1. The importance of language in communication 

2. The need for correctness in language use 

Pre-test: 

1. How is language useful in communication? 

 

 

Language and word use: 

- Influence people’s perception of themselves 

- Reckless/insulting words damage ego e.g. queer, ‘olodo’ pig, shit! ‘onyoshi’ 

- Bad words affect personal image as well as the other person. 

The Use of Simplicity of Language: 

News stories are written with the deliberate intention of easing the burden of comprehension of 
the average listener. Even in a county with a high level of literacy (Britain, Sweden etc) the 
average reader has been found to possess a formal education of only a few years usually between 
9 -10 years.  The convention is to write up stories in a language and format simple enough to be 
understood by a reader/listener with 10 years of formal schooling.  

Daniel Dafoe, author of Robinson Crusoe, was a very great journalist in the 18th century.  
According to him, “the perfect style of language for an ideal news story is that in which a man 



 

 

speaking to 500 people of all common and various capabilities - idiots and lunatics exempted - 
would be understood by them all”. 

Author, Christianson describes a bad story as “that which cannot be absorbed on the first time of 
reading/hearing it.  It leaves questions unanswered and cannot be comprehended.  A good story 
can be turned into a bad one by just one obscure sentence”. 

Any sentence/news bulletin that does not take into account the fact that not many Nigerians are 
extremely literate in English may run into difficulties with its listeners.  Simplicity of language is 
achieved in the following ways: 

1. Use of short sentences. 

2. Use of words with one or two syllables and avoiding words that are specialized or 
unfamiliar. The experienced reporter will always use ‘bold’ rather than ‘audacious’,  
‘crisis’ not ‘catastrophe’. If specialized words are used, explanations are made very quickly 
as sentences are deliberately short, about 20 words, and usually not exceeding 25 words. 

3. Slang and jargon are another class of unfamiliar words that the new paragraph story seldom 
uses.  Slangs are words and phrases in common colloquial use but generally considered to 
be outside of student’s use. 

4. Short paragraphing helps the listeners’ comprehension by ensuring that the listener does 
not loose himself in a long stream of words. 

 

Principles of clear, effective writing 

1. Use short words rather than long ones. 
 
2. Prefer familiar words over unfamiliar ones. 
 
3. Be precise. Be sure that each word conveys its precise meaning. Use your  dictionary and 
thesaurus. 
 
4. Use strong verbs, and prefer active over passive voice. 
 
5. Watch use of qualifying words and phrases. Check your adjectives, adverbs and 
prepositional phrases. Are they needed? If not, strike them out. Be especially alert for long 
strings of prepositional phrases. Prefer the use of nouns and verbs to adjectives and adverbs. 
 
6. Use short sentences. Try not to average more than 20 words a sentence. 
 
7. Vary sentence length. Balance long sentences with short ones. Monotony in sentence length 
puts the reader to sleep. 
 



 

 

8. Be straightforward. Rambling sentences, filled with qualifying clauses, cause the reader to 
lose the train of thought. You should take the most direct route between subject, verb and object. 
 
9. Avoid wordiness, jargon, pompous phrases and generalities. 
 
10. Use restraint. Sound facts speak for themselves. An understatement is often more effective 
than flamboyant words and phrases. 
 
11. Revise. Read and reread what you have written. Then revise and rewrite until you have 
achieved clarity and a pleasing style. 
 
12. Use transitions. Weave the copy into a coherent whole by using transitional words, phrases 
and paragraphs to bridge any gaps that would jar the reader. Avoid abrupt shifts from one topic 
to another in a story. 
 
13. Read your story aloud. This will help you hear how the story will sound to the reader and 
make it easier to catch lapses in grammar or phrasing. 
 
14. Before turning your story in and after you’ve completed all of your revisions, read your 
masterpiece one final time for grammar and style only. Often grammar and style errors that may 
have crept into your copy in the heat of composition will be corrected on this final read-through.  

Conclusion 

This brings us to the end of the lecture today. Whatever you do as a journalist, when writing or 
reporting news, ensure a proper language and word use. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


